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Bill Pets,rrhe Current
Leonard Jeweler recently conducted an analysls that examined the college admis-
slons for members of Lafayette Elementary’s Class of 2000.

Lafayette study eyes college years

By TERESA G. GIONIS
Current Carraspondant

recent report by Chevy Chase
Amsidu:m Leonard Jewler analyres

the college admissims of
Lafayette Elementary’s 2000 graduating
class, determining that the guality of col
lege attended was not affected by whether
students attended public or private high
school,

Jewler, who has 20 vears of profes-
stomal expenence m public-mierest analy-
sis, has o son who gradusted with the
Lafayette class of 2000 and atended
Wilson High School. Jewler mitially ook
this project on o satisfy a personal

CUrisity.

“IF you are a parent in Northwest
Washington, this is 4 common conversa-
tion once your child s in fifth or sixth
grade,” he said. “Should I send my kid
through Deal and Wilson, or should we
go privale? And what does that mean for
his or her chances of getting into a good
college?”

He wanted parents 1o have more than
just anecdotal evidence on which to hase
their decisions. “LInless you have a neigh-
bor or friend that attends Deal and
Wilson, you are likely to have mispercep-
tions about those schools, because often
the media is too critical,” said Jewler.
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His stdy came about in large part
because of data that fell into his Lip.
Last May, the 2000 Lafayette class
organized a reunion picnic at the
Lafayette playground. Most were
about to graduate from high schools
throwghout the DUC. metro ared.

At the picnic, a special edition of
Lafayette's weekly newsletter, the
Tuesday Bulletin, was distributed,
detailing the post-graduation plans
for each class member. Jewler real
ed the mformation gave him
enough data to answer some ques-
tions he had grown curious about.
For example, what number of
Lafayette students went to public
high schools snd what number to
private? And did the student admis-
sions 10 public versus private ool
leges and universities vary between
public and private school attendecs?

Using the Tuesday Bulletin data,
the college and university rnkings
from U.5. News & World Report,

and some follow -up interviews with
mdividual stedents, as well as the
principals of Deal, Wilson and
Lafayette, Jewler assembled his
report. Tt is filled with bar graphs,
tables and photos of the Lafavette
grads at different stages of their
school careers. Tt looks only at the
schools the students were enrolled
in — not those they decided not to
attend.

Among Jewler's conclusions
wits that approximately egual num-
bers of Lafayette students attended
public versus private high schools,
and there was no significant differ-
ence based on gender m the runk-
mgs of schools where students
enrolled. But female students tended
te enroll in better national universi-
ties — asopposed to liberal arts col
leges, a distinction made by TS,
News & Workd Report — than did
s,

Schools such as University of
Michigan, Yale University, College
of William & Mary, Samh
Lawrence College, University of
Wisconsin, Emory University and

Georgetnwn University are included
in the list of places members of the
Lafavette class of 2000 are now
attending. Jewler's som is a student
at Oberlin College.

“T weasn't surprised by anything 1
found i the data’ said Jewler
“Bocause T had already heard anec
dotally from my son’s fmends what
their college plans were, T knew that
many of them were going to excel-
lent schools.”

Jewler believes the issue war
rants further study, and he is partic
ularly mterested in stwdying data
from other elementary schools that
feed Wilson High School and the
arca’s private schools.

Although conducting the study
ook o great deal of his time, Jewler
said be would Like to do it again this
yeur, in order to have even stronger
data. “My mam mterest is making
these results available to the public.
Tam just a citizen who wants o con-
ibute something valuable o the
public discussion,” he said.

The full Lafayette study s avail
ahle at evernowchronicles org.




